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Argument: 


The hadith literature cites the Prophet Muhammad as saying, "The dead is punished because of 
the lamentation of his family" [Saheeh Muslim, Book 4, Hadith 2022]. Does this not contradict 
the Qur'an, which states, "No bearer of a burden will bear another's burden" [35:18]? 


Response: 


This is a valid question, for even confusion regarding this matter arose among some companions, 
including the Prophet's wife, Aisha. The confusion arose mainly due to how some of the 
companions were transmitting these words of the Prophet (peace be upon him). The problem was 
that they were being relayed in the absolute general sense without clearly informing the people 
whom the Prophet (peace be upon him) was specifically referring to. 


Who was the Prophet (peace be upon him) specifically referring to when he said, "The dead is 
punished because of the lamentation of his family"? 


The majority of the scholars say that this refers to someone who influenced his family either 
directly by asking them before he dies to lament his death or indirectly by doing so himself when 
someone dies and acting as a role model for his family to follow suit. It is an established 
historical fact that this was common practice amongst the Arabs back then.' So given that he 
would have influenced their behavior to do this, by default, he would also be responsible for their 
actions and be punished as a result. This would not violate the Qur'anic verse regarding Allah not 
punishing people for the sins of others, as the person is being punished for a sin he has 
committed. 


Some early scholars, such as Imam at-Tabari, and several later scholars such as Qadi 'Tyaadh, Ibn 
Taymiyyah, Ibnul Qayyim, etc., understood the statement of the Prophet, "The dead is punished 
because of the lamentation of his family" differently. They did not understand "punished" as 
connoting "being punished for a crime," but rather understood it as "suffering." They believed 
that the person in the grave would emotionally suffer by being exposed to the lamentations of his 
family. They base this on a hadith transmitted by at-Tabarani, Ibn Abi Shaybah, and others 


! Ibn Mandhur in his Lisaan al-Arab cites Ibn al-Atheer as saying: 


Salli agaplbe Gye | seve alld IS s cola Yl eå gaill debt] y agile © silly eIIl aglaj Gy sua gs | IS yell ol Gus Oe lia OS ol any 
ao pal (ye addi Lay IS på au gill de 3h 


where the Prophet (peace be upon him) said that we should not make our loved ones suffer, as 
they would be exposed to our lamentations.” 


In summary, when looking at the historical context and other narrations as a whole, along with 
the statement of the Prophet (peace be upon him), we come to know that there is no necessary 
contradiction present here. 


? Ibn Hajar said that the isnaad is hasan. He said: 


aÍ legis abe g aade al) clic all J gen) Sad e elal he J) jig ¢ Caled eal ailal abc SAM a gy cles Jiii aial g abe al Spas Gs cal 
| gph Y e atl aLe Lå e Atay pee al) parii Sad Sasi Gy) e ony deme Gud gall pd e ga fal Gale lly e Ly pre iall i aay gee Galen Gl 
Bde SM gc aslo graly aa ue 9 elah g e ini Coal Cal's « Ai Cal Gul Aa pal e als YI Guus cb gh dima (ye Ca pb lda y, ASU pa 


ai l bil 


This hadeeth finds some support in meaning from the statement of Abu Hurayrah where he said that the works of 
relatives would be displayed to the dead. Ibn Hajar said: 


JŠ Op ohaill Syaa saali g ¢ dal) eaaa iul Aila ab c aali ga Gye agile iÍ ode gai alll Jee! of s yya el ali Le uss: ce hli Jä 
aStall daaa s e 455 Gd g ll Aa AÍ e Le å ys 


